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CONFIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 7250 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, IV 

SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND ON ABDOULAYE KONE: 

NEW MINISTER OF ECONOMY, FINANCE AND PLAN 

REF: ABIDJAN 7203 

1 . KONE’S MOVE FROM THE MINISTRY OF BUDGET TO THE TRIPLE 
PORTFOLIO OF ECONOMY, FINANCE AND PLAN MARKS THE ARRIVAL 
OF A NEW AND REMARKABLY YOUNG HEAVYWEIGHT ON THE IVORIAN 
POLITICAL SCENE. THE NEW MINISTRY, COMBINING KONE'S 
PREVIOUS FUNCTIONS WITH THOSE OF TWO OF IVORY COAST'S BEST 
KNOWN AND RESPECTED CABINET MEMBERS, WILL BE OF CRITICAL 
IMPORTANCE IN THE NEXT SEVERAL YEAR. 

2. BORN APRIL 13, 1935 IN SEGUELA, KONE IS MUSLIM AND 
THOUGHT TO BE A MALINKE. HE RECEIVED HIS PRIMARY EDUCATION 
IN DALOA ANDSEGUELA BETWEEN 1943 AND 1949 AND BEGAN HIS 
SECONDARY SCHOOLING AT THE COLLEGE MODERNE IN BINGERVILLE WHERE 
HE CONTINUED UNTIL 1953. IN THAT YEAR, KONE LEFT FOR FRANCE 
WHERE HE SPENT SEVERAL YEARS COMPLETING HIS SECONDARY 
EDUCATION, FIRST AT THE COLLEGE MODERNE DE BARBEZIEUX IN 
CHARENTE, AND LATER AT THE COLLEGE MODERNE DE CASTEL- 
SARRAZIN WHERE HE OBTAINED HIS BACCALAUREAT IN 1958. 

3. HIS PROFESSIONAL TRAINING CONTINUED IN FRANCE AND IN 
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1961 HE OBTAINED A LAW DEGREE AND ENTERED THE ECOLE 
NATIONALE DU ETRESOR IN PARIS. THERE OLLOWED A YEAR OF 
PRACTICAL TRAINING IN THE TREASURY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
CAEN BEFORE HIS RETURN TO IVORY COAST IN 1962. 

4. KONE’S FIRST POSITION IN IVORY COAST WAS A FIVE- 

MONTH STINT AS AN INSPECTOR AT THE INSPECTION GENERATE DES 
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SERVICES FINANCIERS AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF CONTROLE 
FINANCIER. FROM 1963-1967, HE WAS DIRECTOR OF FINANCIAL 
SERVICES IN BOUAKE. HIS NEXT POST WAS DIRECTOR OF BUDGET 
SPECIAL D1NVESTISSEMENT ET D'EQUIPMENT, A POST HE HELD 
UNTIL 1971 WHEN HE BECAME SECRETARY OF STATE FOR BUDGET 
UNDER THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FINANCES. THIS POSITION 
WAS UPGRADED TO MINISTERIAL LEVEL IN 1976, REPORTEDLY AS PART 
OF AN EFFORT TO LIMIT THE POWER OF MINISTER KONAN BEDI. WHOM 
KONE HAS NOW REPLACED. 

5. UNTIL THE 1976 CABINET RESHUFFLE, KONE WAS GENERALLY 
VIEWED AS A PROFESSIONALLY COMPETENT BUT SELF-EFFACING 
INDIVIDUAL SOMEWHAT IN THE SHADOW OF MINISTER BEDIE. PUR- 
PORTEDLY, HE HAD A DIFFICULT TIME BELIEVING HIS PROMOTION 
TO THE BUDGET POST IN 1971. IF THAT IS IN FACT THE CASE 

THE LATEST MILESTONE IN HIS CAREER MUST APPEAR AWESOME 
INDEED. 

6. KONE HAS BEEN IN THE U.S. FOR WORLD BANK MEETINGS AND 
A THREE-MONTH TRAINING PROGRAM AT IBRD IN THE LATE 1960'S. 

HE APPEARS TO BE WELL DISPOSED TO THE UNITED STATES AND 

HAS BEEN RECEPTIVE AND QUITE HELPFUL TO AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN 
IN THE IVORY COAST. EMBASSY'S CONTACTS WITH HIM HAVE BEEN 
LIMITED. BUT HE IS OBVIOUSLY INTELLIGENT, ARTICULATE AND 
ENERGETIC. HE WILL NEED ALL THESE AND MORE IN HIS NEW 
RESPONSIBILITIES. COOKE 
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